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Bincang SOP haji, umrah 9 April

Putrajaya: Menteri di Ja-
batan Perdana Menteri
(Hal Ehwal Agama), Datuk
Dr  Zulkifli Mohamad
Al-Bakri akan mengada-
kan perbincangan lanjut
dengan kerajaan Arab
Saudi berhubung syarat,
khususnya penyelengga-
raan termasuk prosedur
operasi standard (SOP)
bagi jemaah haji serta um-
rah tahun ini yang dijang-
ka pada 9 April ini.
Katanya, pada perte-
muan itu nanti, beliau
akan memuktamadkan
memorandum persefa-
haman (MoU) yang dime-

terai Perdana Menteri,
Tan Sri Muhyiddin Yassin
sebelum ini untuk me-
mudahkan proses pra pe-
lepasan jemaah haji dan
umrah dari Malaysia.

“Perbincangan itu nanti
turut membabitkan sama
ada kerajaan Arab Saudi
membenarkan kuota pe-
nambahan 10,000 jemaah
haji tahun ini,” katanya ke-
pada pemberita pada Ma-
jlis Penyerahan Sumba-
ngan Kurma Ajwa dan Air
Mineral di Masjid Mahm-
moodiah Presint 18 di sini,
semalam.

Turut hadir, Pengarah

Jabatan Agama Islam Wi-
layah Persekutuan (JAWI),
Datuk Mohd Ajib Ismail
dan Pengerusi Eksekutif
Kumpulan Brahim's De-
wina, Datuk Seri Ibrahim
Ahmad.

Sumbangan kurma dan
air mineral itu disum-
bangkan Syarikat Kumpu-
lan Brahim's kepada 127
masjid dan surau di Lem-
bah Kelang termasuk
masjid-masjid bawah ke-
lolaan Jawi, Jabatan Ke-
majuan Islam Malaysia
(Jakim) dan Jabatan Aga-
ma Islam Selangor (Jais)
sempena Ramadan.
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MALIS sasar kutipan kempen Jom Bersedekah RM4 juta

SHAH ALAM - Majlis Agama Is-
lam Selangor (MAIS) menyasar-
kan kutipan RM4juta menerusi
kempen Jom Bersedekah untuk
Tabung Amanah Anak Yatim Se-

langor pada tahun ini.

Pengerusi MAIS, Tan Sri Abdul
Aziz Mohd. Yusof berkata, tahun
lalu pihaknya meraih lebih RM3
juta menerusi kempen tersebut

“Kita harap keadaan ekonomi
bertambah baik tahun ini dan
membolehkan orang menderma.

“Lebih banyak dapat, lebih
lagi dapat memberikan sumba-

ngan seperti bantuan bulanan,
persekolahan, makanan dan hari
raya (Aidilfitri),” katanya pada si-
dang akhbar selepas pelancaran
kempen Jom Sedekah ke dalam

Tabung Amanah Anak Yatim Se-
langor di sini semalam. ‘
Sumbangan boleh dibuat se-
cara online di http:/fpx.mais.gov.
my/epay/say.php.
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CLEAN TOILET CONTEST
Selayang Municipal Council (MPS) is
having a Clean Toilet Competition
for restaurants. Submission must be
made by April 10 and inspection will
be done between April 15 and June
30. Cash prizes await winners.
Interested restaurant owners can
get the details and application forms
by calling 03-6126 6080 / 03-6126
6024 or by visiting www.mps.gov.my
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PHOTO COMPETITION

Shah Alam City Council (MBSA) is
organising a photography competi-
tion themed ‘We Love Shah Alam’
until Sept 1. There are five catego-
ries, namely building/landmarks,
natural environment, lifestyle, local
council asset and new normal. A
total of RM35,000 in cash prizes are
up for grabs. For details, call
03-5510 5133.
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vijenthi@thestar.com.my

SUBANG Jaya City Council (MBS])
is looking into the placement of
height barriers after several inci-
dents of such structures being
knocked down.

Although they were erected to
prevent heavy vehicles from using
certain routes, many often drive
under them anyway, causing dam-
age and requiring frequent repairs
or even replacements.

Initially, there were three height
barriers along Jalan Usaha to pro-
tect the gas pipelines running
underground, while two each were
installed at Jalan Aman and
Persiaran Setia following requests
from residents.

From the seven height barriers,
only two remain — one on Jalan
Usaha and another on Jalan Aman.

Subang Jaya assemblyman
Michelle Ng said MBS] Engineering
Department officers had agreed to
meet with her and area councillors
to discuss the matter.

“In the latest incident on March
14, one of the height barriers was
damaged along Jalan Aman.

“Prior to that, on March 10, a
lorry hit one of the barriers on
Jalan Usaha, causing it to collapse
on a car which was an MPV," she
said.

Signage ignored

Ng said there was adequate
signage to warn motorists of the
2.1m height limit ahead, but acci-
dents still happen.

“We will be looking into the pos-
sibility of moving the barrier to a
better location and to warn motor-
ists of the height limit at a more
strategic site so they can make a
U-turn, if needed.

“MBS] engineers will have to
advise on whether this is feasible.

“We will also be looking at
the possibility of installing a sur-
veillance system, such as closed-cir-
cuit television cameras to catch the
culprits who have been damaging
the height barriers,” she said.

Ng said the city council had
experimented with different
designs and improved the quality
of barriers over the years, but it
had not stopped the problem of the
structures being knocked down.

The culprits knocking into the
height barriers had been getting
away with it, she said, and the city
council had to bear the cost of
repairs.

“For the first time, MBS] will be
claiming damages for the collapsed
height barrier in Jalan Usaha from
the lorry’s insurance company.

“But this will take time. So, the
city council will have to pay for the
repairs first,” she added.

MBS] was asked about the cost of
repairing these barriers, but had
yet to reply to StarMetro at press
time.

Height' barriers no obstacle
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Jen Uyin: Once a height barrier is
knocked down, all heavy vehicles
will be able to use the stretch.

Jason: Residents want the agree

ment for there to be a height barri-

er in Persiaran Setia honoured.

Once too often

MBS] councillor Lee Jen Uyin
suspected that the “accidents”
might be either acts of defiance by
motorists or those trying their
luck.

She said this was because
once the height barrier was
knocked down, all heavy vehicles
would be able to use the stretch
for at least a couple of months
while the city council went
through the process of applying
for funds and appointing a con-
tractor to conduct repairs.

“That is the case at Persiaran
Setia. It is a shortcut between Batu
Tiga and Subang Jaya.

“Batu Tiga is an industrial zone
and many heavy vehicles move in
and out of the area.

“Jalan Usaha runs between US|
12 and US] 16, and offers a faster
connection between Subang Jaya
and Shah Alam.

The remnants of the height barrier along Jalan Aman that was damaged

and removed

“The alternative route via
Persiaran Kewajipan is longer.

“The frequency of the barriers
being hit on both roads makes
one wonder if they were
truly accidents.

“Jalan Aman is located further
away from the industrial area and
the height barrier was safe until
last month,” she said.

Jen Uyin said it was common to
see lorries squeezing under the
barriers, sometimes the margin of
clearance could be as little as 2cm.

“Some make it through success-
fully, while others damage the
structure in the process.

“It only takes a few lorries to hit
a barrier to bring it down com-
pletely,” she pointed out.

Subang Jaya council considers CCTV cameras as possible deterrent

A trailer on Jalan Aman turning back around after discovering a height barrier along that stretch

Residents’ frustrations

Residents, especially those along
Jalan Usaha, are frustrated with
the frequent accidents that often
cause traffic to build up.

US]J 12 Residents Association
committee member Izzaham
Idris, 55, said Jalan Usaha was
heavily used during peak hours
and residents would be caught in a
traffic jam whenever these acci-
dents occurred.

He said MBS] should look into
other ways to ensure that the
height limit was adhered to.

“The road is a short cut for
motorists travelling between US] 16
and USJ 12. There are many sign-
boards to warn about the height
barriers ahead but some drivers of

-

heavy vehicles still force their way
through.

“There are alternative routes for
heavy vehicles via Persiaran
Kewajipan but drivers prefer to
use the shortcut through residen-
tial roads,” Izzaham added.

Former USJ3ABCD neighbour-
hood watch chairman Jason Lee
said the installation of a height
barrier on Persiaran Setia was one
of the conditions agreed to before
the construction of the flyover con-
necting US] Heights to their neigh-
bourhood.

“The residents want the agree-
ment honoured, as they knew the
opening of the flyover would lead
to an influx of heavy vehicles
despite there being alternative
roads the drivers could use,” he
said.

Avenue USJ3B & 3D deputy
chairman JM Noel said they last
met council officers a couple of
years ago to ask that the damaged
height barriers be replaced.

“The barrier along Persiaran
Setia has been knocked down at
least three times.

“At the meeting, the local council
officers informed us that it was
very expensive to replace the bar-
riers repeatedly, so they installed
speed breakers instead,” he said.

USJ3A committee member Cheah
Thiam Swee wondered if action
had ever been taken against heavy
vehicle drivers or their companies
for damaging the height barriers.

“The culprits should be held
responsible for the damage
caused,” he said.
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Making library
a second home

Selangor MB launches latest facility to be

upgraded under programme
B L R

Amirudin and Masdiana (next to him) going through some

e

N

library in Dataran Sabak. Looking on is Suzliana. — Bernama

By FARID WAHAB
faridwahab@thestar.com.my

A TOTAL of 60 public libraries in
Selangor have been upgraded since
2009.

Selangor Public Library
Corporation (PPAS) deputy director
Suzliana Abdul Hamid said this
was done under a rebranding exer-
cise with the tag line “Second
Home”, aimed at encouraging
more people to use the facility.

“We wanted more people,
including those who normally
would not visit libraries, to drop in.

“In the rebranding exercise, we
focused on four key aspects, name-
ly the library as a learning centre,
meeting place, recreational venue
and for human development.

“We then prepared facilities such
as meeting and discussion rooms

in addition to providing free WiFi
for a more conducive environ-
ment,” she said.

Suzliana noted that to date, the
Sabak Bernam district had the
highest number of public libraries
in the state with 26. They include
nine that are currently being
upgraded. :

These include the main library
in the district as well as those in
Pekan Sekinchan, Pekan Dataran
Sabak, Desa Parit Baru, Desa Binjai
Jaya, Desa Parit 14, Desa Parit 8,
Desa Bagan Terap and Desa
Kampung Banting.

“Selangor currently has 103 pub-
lic libraries,” said Suzliana when
met at the launch of Perpustakaan
Awam Dataran Sabak in the dis-
trict.

She said the library, which was
opened to the public in 2005, went

{

in Sabak Bernam

reading materials after launching the upgraded

through an upgrade in 2019 with
an allocation under the 11th
Malaysia Plan.

Mentri Besar Datuk Seri
Amirudin Shari, who was present
with his wife Datin Seri Masdiana
Muhamad, said it was important to
change the perception that librar-
ies were boring places.

“Libraries should serve as a focal
point for the community.

“It is important that libraries are
given equal attention alongside
other public facilities,” said
Amirudin.

Also present were Selangor
Secretary Datuk Nor Azmie Diron,
state assembly Deputy Speaker
Hasnul Baharuddin, Sabak assem-
blyman Ahmad Mustain Othman,
Sabak Bernam District Council
president Azman Dahlan and PPAS
board member Saari Sungib.

ORPOR?
NTEGHT) & MW
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Taman Eng Ann morning

market

traders, customers given face shields

KLANG Municipal Council (MPK)
president Dr Ahmad Fadzli Ahmad
Tajuddin gave out some 300 face
shields to traders and customers
at the Taman Eng Ann morning
market in Lorong Kasawari,
Klang.

“Sri Kota Specialist Medical
Centre (SKSMC) sponsored the
equipment,” he said.

SKSMC director Tan Suet Guan
noted that face shields gave wear-
ers greater protection.

“They are also reusable,” she
said.

SKSMC chairman Dr Nick Low
said face shields were effective in
curbing the spread of Covid-19 as
they extended below the chin and -

s

—~—

above the forehead as well as cov- Ahmad-Fadzli handing over the components for a face shield to a trader

ered the ears. at Taman Eng Ann morning market in Klang.
“We see many people pulling
down their face masks while them and can see each other’s MPK councillor Low Kwee Sia,

speaking but this does not happen facial expressions that allow for

who oversees Taman Eng Ann, said

with face shields. better understanding during a con-  customers and traders were grate-

"geople are comfortable wearing  versation,” he added.

ful for the added protection.
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SOCIOECONOMIC STABILITY

IMPROVE ZAKAT MANAGEMENT

N Malaysia, zakat distribution
has a positive, but small impact
on aggregate consumption. It
should cover other forms of

World Bank and Islamic Development
Bank Group (IDBG) in 2016. And the
aggregate resources pooled together
from the potential zakat collection in

yaid that can acon-
tinuous flow of income for recipients.
Recently, there were improvements in
the form of business capital, business
tools, business financingand working

Wl;en managed properly, zakat
has the potential to help achieve

170 of Islamic Coop
(OIC) countries will be enough tofund
resources for poverty alleviationin all
OIC countries combined.
Besides pmvlding shelter, food,
and

tmmpomdon. we need to empom
ies (asnaf). E

P

le, th reportinthe ilable that can be distributed and  transform into an industrial and/or
Pusatnmgumnhm(PPZ)wbshels a standard comprehensive priority technological hub.
from 2018. While thy collected system introduced There needs to be proper plan-
is shown, how much was distributed “Indeed, the ful are broth ning, impl ion ing

through the various schemes was not
reported.

Additionally, zakat is administrat-
ed by the Islamic Religious Council
(IRC) in every state and is responsible
for determining the asnaf qualifica-
tion and the type of relief. It may not
bewiseforeachstawwhave itsown

nldonaldenhpmcmmh.i.e eco- mmshouldinclude ring and which may
nomic hening self-confidence. There ladwd’uplladom

the Unned Nations l: 1 is room for imp

Programme (UNDP) began harness- Z‘hl institutions need to be paspecdw.sEvenformualhr(omo{
ing it for ble D: and enh d to build a  theasnaf), there are many interpreta-
Goals (SDG) projects by partnering new dimension, especially in zakat tions.Canwe have a new discourseon
with Baznas, the zakat col-  dist sothatitb com- zakat management? Should we have
lection body. The latest is a partner-  petitive locally oreven globally. Effec-  only one zakat management instead

ship to support Covid-19 economic
recovery.

The potential size of the annual
zakat pool was estimated between
US$200 billion and US$1 trillion by the

tiveness of zakat management relates
to the distribution mechanism, the
quality and p lism of the

of one in each state?
We need the concurrence of the
C: e of Rulers to save time,

administratorand transparency inthe
governance and the institution itself.

effort, manpower and reduce dupli-
cation. There will be more money

of the devils, and ever has Satan been
to his Lord ungrateful” (Quran Al-Isra
17:27). The principle of sustainability
includes active participation of all sec-
tions of the community in all aspects
and creating an ecosystem that will
benefit all.

Invite big and successful Muslim
businesses, universities, top motiva-
tional speakers and business coaches
to assist. All states must cooperate.
For example, Selangor can provide a
piece of land for asnaf in Klang Valley
or from other states to carry out busi-
ness activities in a central location.

It has to be high value-added, high
gross margin projects and synergis-
tic where economies of scale can be
achieved. It can be a self-contained
township that could, with proper
planning and sincere efforts, later

and periodic assessment. Manage-
ment will be selected from the present
crop of administrators and guided by
successful personalities-to upgrade
managerial and financial literacy.

I'm very sure there are many who
are willing to help. Where necessary,
get assistance from international
bodies like UNDP. Between 2015 and
2020, KL (PPZ) and Lembaga Zakat
Selangor collected more than RM8 bil-
lion. Nationwide, the figure is much
more.

Let us be more focused and
improve on accountability to make
the zakat institution a success in
achieving social and economic sta-
bility.

SALEH MOHAMMED
Taman Tun Dr Ismail, Kuala Lumpur
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ECRL: Selangor govt

prefrers southern

alignment

The Selangor government is still
maintaining its stance in choosing
the southern alignment for the
East Coast Rail Link (ECRL) pro-
ject in the state, compared with
the proposed northern alignment,
said Menteri Besar Datuk Seri
Amirudin Shari on March 31.

He said that the south-
ern alignment (Hulu Lan-

gat-Sepang-Westport) was chosen
because it would open more new
economic areas, apart from avoid-
ing disruption to water catchment
areas around the Selangor River
Basin and land acquisition issues,
as well as population relocation

in areas involved in the proposed
northern alignment (Gombak-Ser-

endah-Port Klang).

“The northern alignment has
many incomplete things [to re-
solve], such as land acquisition
and the relocation of some resi-
dents in Kampung Keretapi, ljok.
It will take time,” he added.
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Dzulkefly: Selangor government launch POIS to avoid work place
cluster, urges staff who in work place comply with SOP
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